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Remarks 

This is in response to the non-final Office Action mailed on July 23, 2004. Claims 1, 8, 
16, 18, and 21 ! lave been amended, support for the amendments to claims 1, 8, 16, and 18 being 
found, for example, at page 5, lines 23-25 of the application. No new matter has been added. 
Claims 1-21 remain pending. Reconsideration and allowance are respectfully requested for at 
least the following reasons. 



Claim ] Rejections - 35 U,S.C, § 112 



In section 3 of the Action, claims 1 8-21 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite. Claims 18 and 21 have been amended to remedy any 
indefiniteness issues. Reconsideration and allowance are respectfully requested 



j> n. Claim : Rejections - 35 U.S-C» g 102 



i section 



In 

U.S.C. § 102(bfr 



Claim 
frontplate 
frontplate. 

Hult discloses 
of plastic. Hul 
frontplate as recited by 



Reconsideration x 
therefrom, are 

Claims 
Therefore, 
be allowable 
Reconsideration 

In 

102(b) as 

and reconsiderktion 



for 



section 



5 of the Action, claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 7-10, 16, and 18-21 were rejected under 35 
as being anticipated by Hult, U.S. Patent No. 3,760,209. This rejection is 
respectfully traversed, and reconsideration is requested for the following reasons. 

is directed to an electric motor. Claim 1 recites, among other limitations, a metal 
covetring an open end of a sleeve, and a member positioned between the sleeve and the 



a motor 1 0 including outer end pieces or end bells 54 and 56 that are made 
col. 1, 11 49-51 and col. 2, 11. 6-9. Hult fails to disclose or suggest a metal 
claim 1. 

and allowance of claim 1, as well as claims 2, 4, 5, and 7 that depend 
espectflilly requested for at least this reason. 

8 and 16 both recite a metal frontplate, and claim 18 recites a metal backplate. 
claifcns 8, 16, and 18, as well as claims 9, 10, 20, and 21 that depend therefrom, should 
at least reasons similar to those provided above with respect to claim 1 . 
and allowance are respectfully requested 

6 of the Action, claims 1, 2, 6, 12, and 14-16 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
bein^ anticipated by Masaru, JP 01-231633. This rejection is respectfully traversed, 
is requested for at least the following reasons. 
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Claim 
the sleeve and 
shoulder of the 



Claim 1 recites a member including a first portion positioned between the sleeve and the 
frontplate, a second portion extending axially with respect to the sleeve, and a third portion 
extending radially. 

Masaru discloses an insulating member 61. Masaru, abstract and Figures 1-3 and 5. 
However, Masiiru fails to disclose or suggest a member including a first portion positioned 
between the sk eve and the frontplate, a second portion extending axially with respect to the 
sleeve, and a ft ird portion extending radially, as recited by claim 1 . 

Recons deration and allowance of claim 1 , as well as claims 2 and 6 that depend 
therefrom, are : "espectfully requested for at least this reason. 

2 recites a member inclu ding a first portion configured to be positioned between 
lie frontplate of the motor, a second portion configured to be extended to a 
sleeve, and a third portion configured to contact the shoulder of the sleeve. 
For at ltast reasons similar to those noted above, Masaru fails to disclose or suggest a 
member as red ted by claim 12. Reconsideration and allowance of claim 12, as well as claims 14 
and 15 that depend therefrom, are respectfully requested. 

Claim 16 recites a method of assembling a motor, including positioning a unitary member 
on a metal fror tplate, wherein the member includes a first portion extending along a periphery of 
an open end defined by the sleeve, and a second portion extending axially with respect to the 
sleeve. 

For at 1 sast reasons similar to those noted above, Masaru fails to disclose or suggest a 
member configured as recited by claim 16. Reconsideration and allowance of claim 16 are 
respectfully requested. 

HI. Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. g 103 



In 

103(a) as 
rejection is 

Claims 
shortcomings 
the same 
allowance are 



res 3. 



i reasois 



sectibn 8 of the Action, claims 6, 1 1, 12, 14, and 15 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
beinj ; unpatentable over Hult in view of Johnson, U.S. Patent No. 3,555,320. This 
ectfully traversed, and the correctness of the rejection is not conceded. 
6 and 1 1 depend from claims 1 and 8 9 respectively. Johnson does not remedy the 
cff Hult noted above. Therefore, claims 6 and 11 should be allowable for at least 
as those provided above with respect to claims 1 and 8. Reconsideration and 
espectfully requested 
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allowance of c 



Claim 1 2 recites a member including a third portion configured to contact the shoulder of 
the sleeve. Nei ther Hult nor Johnson discloses or suggests a member including a third portion 
configured to contact a shoulder of a sleeve, as recited by claim 12. Reconsideration and 



aim 12, as well as claims 14 and 15 that depend therefrom, are therefore 



respectfully rec uested, 



IV. AHowa Me Subject Matter 



In sectibn 
appreciates the 
be in condition 



V. Conclusion 



The 
the pending 
over the cited 
is expressly 



remarks i 



set forth above provide certain arguments in support of the patentability of 
clalims. There may be other reasons that the pending claims are patentably distinct 
xeferences, and the right to raise any such other reasons or arguments in the future 



reserved. 



Favorable reconsideration i 



Please contact 



Date: December 



9 of the Action, claims 3, 13, and 17 were noted as being allowable. Applicant 
Examiner's assistance in identifying allowable subject matter. All claims should 
for allowance. 



in the form of a Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested 
the undersigned attorney with any questions regarding this application. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MERCHANT & GOULD RC. 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-0903 
(612) 332-5300 



2004 



Name: Robert A. Kalinsky / 

Reg. No.: 50,471 

RAKipll 
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